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Abstract

The correct dating and historical classification of early Qur’anic manuscripts is a complex and
challenging task. Only one Qur’anic codex from the first Islamic century bears a written date, while
from the second century merely two such dated manuscripts are known. This scarcity compels scholars
to rely on comparative sources for dating and classification. A significant corpus of first-century Arabic
papyri and inscriptions provides the necessary textual benchmarks to evaluate Qur’anic manuscripts
written in the Hijazi and Kific scripts. The first century AH thus remains the most crucial period for
the study of Qur’anic manuscript production, as it offers valuable evidence for both the textual content
and its modes of transmission. At the same time, establishing any terminus date inevitably entails a
degree of scholarly discretion. With the close of the first century AH, the visual culture of early Islam
reached several milestones, including the adoption of Arabic as the official script and language of the
chancery, the initiation of monumental architecture, and the production of Qur’anic manuscripts

prepared directly or indirectly under state patronage.

This paper critically examines how manuscript experts employ both textual traditions and material
evidence in this process. It highlights early Islamic sources from 7lm al-Masahif, such as Ibn al-Nadim
and exegetical literature, while also considering codicological structures (quires, quinions, quaternions).
The study demonstrates that attributing manuscripts to the earliest Islamic era requires an interplay of
indigenous Muslim accounts, comparative textual evidence, and codicological analysis, thereby offering

a more integrated framework for classification.

Keywords: Qur’anic Manuscripts, Historical Classification, Textual Sources, Hijazi and Kufic
Scripts, Ilm al-Masahif, Codicology (Quires, Quinions, Quaternions), Papyri and

Inscriptions, Qur’anic Transmission
Summary

The task of correctly dating and classifying early Qur’anic manuscripts remains one of the most
challenging endeavors in Islamic manuscript studies. The scarcity of firmly dated material complicates
the issue: only one Qur’anic manuscript survives from the first century of hijra with a recorded date,
and merely two others from the second century carry dated colophons. This paucity of direct evidence
compels scholars to rely on comparative sources—especially Arabic papyri and epigraphic inscriptions

from the same period—which provide the textual benchmarks necessary to contextualize Qur’anic
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manuscripts written in Hijazl and Kufic scripts. The first century of Islam, therefore, emerges as the
most critical phase in the material history of the Qur’an, not only as the earliest stage of codex
production but also as a period that offers valuable evidence for the textual transmission and the visual

culture of the emergent Muslim polity.

By the close of the first Islamic century, the early Muslim world had already undergone momentous
transformations in its cultural and political identity: the adoption of Arabic as the official script and
language of the chancery, the launch of monumental architectural projects, and the state-sponsored
production of Qur’anic manuscripts. It is against this historical backdrop that scholars seek to analyze,
classify, and date the earliest Qur’anic codices. This paper engages with these questions by examining
the scholarly efforts devoted to the classification of early Qur’anic manuscripts and by analyzing the
textual, palaeographical, and codicological criteria invoked in attributing particular manuscripts to the

earliest Islamic decades.

One of the pioneering figures in this field was Adolf Grohmann, who, nearly half a century ago,
compiled one of the first systematic catalogues of Qur’anic manuscripts datable to the first century AH,
listing eight significant codices. Building on such foundational efforts, subsequent scholarship has
attempted a more rigorous assessment of these manuscripts by bringing into conversation literary

testimonies, palaeographic evidence, and codicological structures.

The identification of early Qur’anic manuscripts involves a complex interplay of technical
considerations. Scholars scrutinize the physical format and dimensions of folios, margins and ruling, the
orthographic forms of Arabic letters, spacing between words, systems of verse numbering and
separation, the presence or absence of decorative elements, radiocarbon dating, orthographic
peculiarities, regional or variant readings, and even the chemical composition of the ink. Because of such
multi-dimensional complexity, the dating of early manuscripts has been entrusted to a small circle of

experts with direct access to these codices.

While some scholars have argued that only manuscripts bearing endowment notices or explicit
colophons can be reliably dated, such a rigid criterion is impractical and methodologically unsound.
Expecting perfectly preserved waqf notices on fragile Hijazi folios is unrealistic. Instead, textual scholars
have relied on a combination of palaeographic, codicological, and literary evidence. Among the earliest
literary testimonies is that of Ibn al-Nadim (d. 380/990), who described the evolution of early Arabic
scripts—beginning with Makkah, followed by Madinah, then Basra, and finally Kufa. His
characterization of the scripts of Makkah and Madinah—featuring rightward-turning alifs, elevated
ascenders, and slight inclines—formed the basis of later palaeographic classification, ultimately giving
rise to the general label “Hijazi script.” Scholars such as Déroche and Noseda recognized in this

description the defining features of the earliest Qur’anic manuscripts.

The earliest codices also reveal the gradual introduction of diacritical marks, vocalization, and graphic
devices for separating verses and siirahs. Testimonies from figures such as Abii Nasr al-Yamami (d.
132/749) confirm that the earliest mushafs were entirely devoid of dots and auxiliary signs. Over time,

dotting for letters such as ba’ and ta” was introduced, followed by large dots to mark the ends of verses,



and finally by explicit indicators of slrah beginnings and endings. This testimony allows us to
reconstruct a tentative chronology of four stages in the evolution of Qur’anic manuscripts—{rom
undotted, unmarked folios to codices bearing a fully developed system of diacritics and textual aids.
Such observations, while not permitting absolute chronological precision, nevertheless provide valuable

relative dating criteria.

The work of Frangois Déroche further refined the classification of early Qur’anic manuscripts. Through
his typology of Hijazl scripts (Hijazi I-IV), he sought to identify stylistic groupings, later applied to
collections such as those of the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, and the Khalili collection. Déroche’s
framework recognized the shift in scriptural culture under the caliph ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan (r. 65-
86/685-705), when Kific script rose to prominence under state patronage, gradually displacing the
Hijazi. While Déroche’s categories remain heuristic, their applicability is debated: subtle distinctions

between his types may reflect not temporal evolution but rather regional variation or scribal habits.

Codicological observations further enrich this discourse. For instance, the construction of quires—
whether in quaternions (gatherings of four bifolia, yielding eight folios) or quinions (five bifolia,
yielding ten folios)—provides insight into scribal practices. Notably, manuscripts such as Arabe 328¢
(quinions) and Arabe 328a (quaternions) illustrate diverse codex structures in use during the late first
century AH. Similarly, the use of colored inks, often thought to belong to later decorative traditions,
is attested in early manuscripts, such as the geometric devices in red ink separating stirahs. These findings
caution against simplistic assumptions that illuminated or ornamented manuscripts must necessarily be

late.

Finally, the historical method, borrowed from art history, has been applied to Qur’anic manuscripts as
well. By treating each codex as a visual and cultural artifact—analyzing design, script, ornamentation,
and format—scholars have sought to situate these manuscripts within broader cultural and political
contexts. This approach has revealed how early Qur’anic codices functioned simultaneously as religious

texts, political symbols, and visual embodiments of a new civilizational identity.

In sum, the dating and classification of early Qur’anic manuscripts rests on a multi-pronged
methodology: literary testimonies such as those of Ibn al-Nadim and Abu Nasr, palaeographic
typologies such as Déroche’s, codicological analysis of quire structures and material features, and art-
historical contextualization. Taken together, these diverse sources of evidence provide a more nuanced
and integrated framework for understanding the textual and material history of the Qur’an in its earliest
centuries. Although uncertainties remain—owing to fragmentary preservation, overlapping traditions,
and the conservatism of scribal practice—the cumulative weight of literary and material evidence affirms
the antiquity of the Hijazi and early Kific manuscripts, situating them firmly within the formative

period of Islamic history.
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Patronage and Memory in Early Islam: Perspectives on Umayyad Elites, 2018, Oxford University Press: New York
(USA), pp. 69-80 and Fig. 3.1.
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Texts and Studies on The Qur'an - Volume 8, Brill: Leiden & Boston, Tafel VIIL.

' M. Hamidullah, Khutubat-e-Bahawalpur, 1401 AH, Islamic University, Bahawalpur (Pakistan), pp. 15-16.

7 H. Loebenstein, Koranfragmente Auf Pergament Aus Der Papyrussammlung Der Osterreichischen

Nationalbibliothek, Textband, 1982, Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek: Wein, pp- 23-26.

" A. Fedeli, "A. Perg. 2: A Non Palimpsest and The Corrections In Qur'anic Manuscripts", Manuscripta
Orientalia, 2005, Volume 11, No. 1, pp. 20-27.
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H. Loebenstein, Koranfragmente Auf Pergament Awus Der Papyrussammlung Der Osterreichischen
Nationalbibliothek, Textband, 1982, Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek: Wein, pp- 23-26. This contains
the description of the manuscript.

H. Loebenstein, Koranfragmente Auf Pergament Aus Der Papyrussammlung Der Osterreichischen
Nationalbibliothek, Tafelband, 1982, Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek: Wein, Tafel 1-2. This contains
the pictures of the manuscript.

A. Fedeli, "A. Perg. 2: A Non Palimpsest and The Corrections in Qur'anic Manuscripts", Manuscripta
Orientalia, 2005, Volume 11, No. 1, pp. 20-27.

B. Gruendler, The Development of The Arabic Scripts: from The Nabatean Era to The First Islamic Century
According to The Dated Texts, 1993, Harvard Semitic Series No. 43, Scholars Press: Atlanta, GA., p. 170.

*'S. Noja Noseda, "Note Esterne in Margin Al 1° Volume Dei ‘Materiali Per Un'edizione Critica Del
Corano’", Rendiconti: Classe Di Lettere E Scienze Morali E Storiche, 2000, Vol. 134, Fasc. 1, pp. 19-25.

2L A. Grohmann, "The Problem of Dating Early Qur'ans", Der Islam, 1958, Volume 33, Number 3, p. 222; Also
see B. Gruendler, The Development of The Arabic Scripts: from The Nabatean Era to The First Islamic Century
According to Dated Texts, 1993, Harvard Semitic Series No. 43, Scholars Press: Atlanta (GA), p. 135.
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22 B. Moritz (Ed.), Arabic Palacography: A Collection of Arabic Texts from The First Century of The Hidjra till The
Year 1000, 1905, Publications of the Khedivial Library - No. 16, Cairo, Plate 44.

M. C. A. MacDonald (Ed.), The Development of Arabic as A Written Language: Papers from The Special Session of
The Seminar for Arabian Studies Held on 24th July 2009, 2010, Supplement to The Proceedings of The Seminar for
Arabian Studies - Volume 40, Archaeopress: Oxford, pp. 113; idem., Qur ans of The Umayyads: A First Overview,
2014, Koninklijke Brill nv: Leiden (The Netherlands), pp. 17-18.

* F. Déroche, Catalogue Des Manuscrits Arabes: Deuxieme Partie: Manuscrits Musulmans - Tome I, 1: Les Manuscrits
Du Coran: Aux Origines De La Calligraphie Coranique, 1983, Bibliotheque Nationale: Paris, pp. 59-60.
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o F. Déroche, Catalogue Des Manuscrits Arabes: Deuxiéme Partie: Manuscrits Musulmans - Tome I, 1: Les
Manuscrits Du Coran: Aux Origines De La Calligraphie Coranigue, 1983, op. cit., p. 59; idem., The Abbasid
Tradition: Qur'ans Of The 8th To The 10th Centuries AD, 1992, The Nasser D. Khalili Collection of Islamic
Art, Volume I, op. cit., p. 32.
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o R. Sellheim, Arabische Handschriften: Materialien Zur Arabischen Literaturgeschichte, 1976, Teil 1,
Verzeichnis Der Orientalischen Handschriften in Deutschland, Band 17A, F. Steiner: Wiesbaden, p. 1
(No. 1).

254 Lg%
o Grohmann, "The Problem of Dating Early Qur'ans", 1958, Der Islam, pp. 222-228.
o B. Gruendler, The Development of The Arabic Scripts: From the Nabatean Era, The First Islamic Century
According to The Dated Texts, 1993, Harvard Semitic Series No. 43, Scholars Press: Atlanta, GA., p. 169.
B. Gruendler, The Development of The Arabic Scripts: From the Nabatean Era to the First Islamic Century
According To Dated Texts, 1993, Harvard Semitic Series No. 43, Scholars Press: Atlanta (GA), p. 135.

27
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u“q/g.{z%‘}’&’/v;v&:‘ (scriptio superior) U}d{.!’ ‘j'.'u)fac L Kt (Palimpsest) b/{)&'»{':«-%ﬁﬁ
U JL (Agnes Smith Lewis) J)J..i"u’v//lg}:j(jlﬁ!/:!cﬁ&z)d/u!-zsujgﬁf;lflﬁp:‘d:ulﬂ} - (scriptio inferior)
.‘«@'ﬂuj)ﬂ! u!]l,u!-y/./r;"a ‘Uthman ,i}}jlj;,};lé;?&f&f}%/jéu’lull,yjb)!’?dc (Suez) 7+ U~ 1895
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(a) (v)

The "Mingana Palimpsest’ showing the scriptio inferior Qur'anic text. (a) Folios 58b (top half), 55a (bottom half) [Qur'an B] and (b) Folios 151a (top half) and 150b (bottom half) [Qur'an A].

e b e AT e U bl C B AT Ut L eI F i 2 LT U
&u’lziLdﬁdﬂ&gcl/&)gfy!ﬁd/flbjul) Z-L (basmalah c«/r;t/})?LJIL (Alain George) @/lguglm

* A.S. Lewis (Editor and Translator), Apocrypha Syriaca: The Protevangelium Jacobi and Transitus Mariae with Texts
from The Septuagint, The Corin, The Peshitta, and From A Syriac Hymn In A Syro-Arabic Palimpsest of The Fifih and
Other Centuries, 1902, Studia Sinaitica No. XI, C. J. Clay and Sons: London, pp. xvii-xxi, Plates IV and V.

¥ Rev. A. Mingana & A. S. Lewis (Eds.), Leaves from Three Ancient Qur'dns Possibly Pre-‘Othmdnic with a List of
Their Variants, 1914, Cambridge: At the University Press, p. vii. A good criticism of such a position was made by
R. A. Nicholson in his review of this book. See R. A. Nicholson, "Review of Leaves from Three Ancient Qur'ans
Possibly Pre-‘Othmanic", Journal of Theological Studies, 1915, Volume X VI, pp. 437-440.

** A. George, "Le Palimpseste Lewis-Mingana De Cambridge, Témoin Ancien De ’'Histoire Du Coran", Comptes-
Rendus Des Séances De I’Académie Des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, 2011, No. 1, p. 404.

' A. Fedeli, "Mingana and The Manuscript of Mrs. Agnes Smith Lewis, One Century Later", Manuscripta
Orientalia, 2005, Volume 11, No. 3, pp. 4-5 The content of the quires and the history of the manuscript that
follows have been summarised from this article.
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2 A. George, "Le Palimpseste Lewis-Mingana De Cambridge, Témoin Ancien De I'Histoire Du Coran", Comptes-
Rendus Des Séances De I’Académie Des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, 2011, op. cit., pp. 377-429, esp. p. 378; A. Fedeli,
"The Digitization Project of The Qur’anic Palimpsest, MS Cambridge University Library Or. 1287, And The
Verification of The Mingana-Lewis Edition: Where Is Salam?", Journal of Islamic Manuscripts, 2011, op. cit., p. 106.

»S. Noja Noseda, "Note Esterne in Margin Al 1° Volume Dei Materiali Per Un'edizione Critica Del
Corano", Rendiconti Classe Di Lettere E Scienze Morali E Storiche, 2000, Vol. 134, pp. 18-28. Efim Rezvan also
commented on this manuscript but provides no firm dates. See E. Rezvan, "Mingana Folios: Where and
Why", Manuscripta Orientalia, 2005, Volume 11, No. 4, pp. 5-9.

** Fedeli mentions the supposed forgery by Mingana when he published the work of Narsai and a scandal among
the scholars when he taught a priest how to make vellum look older than its actual age. For more information see,
S. K. Samir, Alphonse Mingana 1878-1937 And His Contribution To Early Christian-Muslim Studies, 1990,
Birmingham, Selly Oak Colleges, pp. 8-14. Available online (accessed 3rd August 2008).

[15] A. Fedeli, "Mingana and The Manuscript of Mrs. Agnes Smith Lewis, One Century Later", Manuscripta
Orientalia, 2005, op. cit., p. 5.

[16] A. Fedeli, Digitisation of The Mingana-Lewis Palimpsest, Cambridge University Library. Final Report of The
Project Funded By TIMA, 2010, The Islamic Manuscript Association, Cambridge, pp. 1-4. Available online (accessed
12th November 2014).

* Qadi Isma‘il al-Akw4, "The Mosque of San‘a’: The Most Prominent Landmark of Islamic Culture in Yemen"
in Masabif San‘a’, 1985, Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah: Kuwait, pp. 20-21 (Arabic Section). For a review of this
publication including a very brief summary of al-Akwa's article in English see J. J. Witkam, "Masahif San‘a’


https://www.islamic-awareness.org/quran/text/mss/soth
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“Arrangement Between the government of the Federal Republic of Germany and the

Government of The Yemen Arab Republic Concerning the Restoration and Cataloguing of

Arabic Manuscripts.””

..."s Manuscripts of The Middle East, 1986, Volume 1, pp. 123-124. Witkam adds circumspectly, “One does indeed
wonder, when reading this disheartening information, whether the numerous fragments of vellum Korans that
have been offered for sale by auctions at Sotheby's, Christies and the like during the past fifteen years, do not in
fact originate from this or similar finds.” [zbid., p. 123].

*P. M. Costa, "The Great Mosque of San‘a" in P. M. Costa (Ed.), Studies in Arabian Architecture, 1994, Variorum
Collected Studies Series CS 455, p. 16 & pl. 30a, 30b (II).

:P. M. Costa, "La Moschea Grande Di San‘a", Annali Dell'Istituto Orientale 9X7dgﬁ»ﬁﬁ]<.zﬁ?4f‘f‘!d!;Lnélﬁ"uﬁuy}dJMJ"w:,
AL bt DSV S U1 (hidden) & 512 L d S el U= Di Napoli, 1974, Volume 34, pp. 487-506
uf.,«/"/_:ar“rj!-g}‘u?fkﬂﬁﬁdﬁ!JBUﬁql;de!éLL/J”L.%)Z‘; cC_.:«Uub?Léu?}&’bu-wé/?ﬁ'agﬁﬁf')%{wuﬁ
/ﬁ(u@wﬁéirwl‘u,'gn»z me&E;Juu_ééﬁufw»;uyé”ef’-du/u”uféle980Lu}4~"~w?'¢uuv_5m¥?;./cdfg
s VS B & et L A B,

o J. Sadan, "Genizah and Genizah-Like Practices in Islamic and Jewish Tradition", Bibliotheca Orientalis,

1986, Volume XLIII, cols 36-58;
o M. R. Cohen, "Geniza for Islamicists, Islamic Geniza, And The “New Cairo Geniza”", Harvard Middle

Eastern and Islamic Review, 2006, Volume 7, pp. 129-145.
7 "Recommendations" in R. B. Serjeant (Ed.), The Islamic City, 1980, UNESCO: France, pp. 207-208.

¥ Qadi Ismail al-Akw3, "Opening Remarks", in A. Evin (Ed.), Development and Urban Metamorphosis: Proceedings
of Seminar Eight in the Series Architectural Transformations in The Islamic World Held in Sana‘a, Yemen Arab
Republic May 25-30, 1983, 1983, Volume I, The Aga Khan Awards, p. xiv.
201O@rtﬁly‘l,fujéﬁ%c‘_é.ﬂyg//,u{LL%J"‘JUchM#:c“_fgﬁ;ﬁf/cf“ﬁGerman Federal Archives Act :’/c_,yb»u’!.f}?: *
BTG et ez L L Gl L6 IS Usalon§6 s LS 2L T3 o ZeeitdtT- b Ud &
‘+L”f@gf6zja— United Nations Treaty Series wﬁ4uxﬁﬁ4u;w£
No. 27713. Federal Republic of Germany and Yemen: Agreement on Archaeological Cooperation. Signed at San'a

on 30 August 1989" in Treary Series: Treaties and International Agreements Registered or Filed and Recorded with The
Secretariat of The United Nations, 1998, Volume 1587, United Nations: New York, pp. 439-444. Available online.
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“U. Dreibholz, "Treatment of Early Islamic Manuscript Fragments on Parchment: A Case History: The Find at
Sana‘a, Yemen", in Y. Ibish (£d.), The Conservation and Preservation of Islamic Manuscripts, Proceedings of the Third
Conference of Al-Furgan Islamic Heritage Foundation 18-19 November 1995, 1996, Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage
Foundation Publication: No. 19: London (UK), p. 131 & p. 140.

' H. C. G. von Bothmer, "Masterworks of Islamic Book Art: Koranic Calligraphy and Illumination in The
Manuscripts found in The Great Mosque in Sanaa", in W. Daum (Ed.), Yemen: 3000 Years of Art and Civilization
in Arabia Felix, 19872, Pinguin-Verlag (Innsbruck) and Umschau-Verlag (Frankfurt/Main), pp. 178-181

“U. Dreibholz, "Treatment of Early Islamic Manuscript Fragments on Parchment: A Case History: The Find at
Sana'a, Yemen", in Y. Ibish (Ed.), The Conservation and Preservation of Islamic Manuscripts, Proceedings of The Third
Conference of Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation 18-19 November 1995, 1996, op. cit., p. 132; idem., "Preserving
A Treasure: The Sana'a Manuscripts", Museum International, 1999, Volume LI, No. 3, p. 22.

f@gﬁ?ﬁ?@&,uu:&‘fwé./"f}’w’zéz,f" ,J/ci_L"n(‘jb?u}é’.//f/?uu”L:.A,lr’.?/u‘u’iﬁ,e fz.(cﬁ‘_nég;:lﬂlé(f‘{ibﬂ,: “
o%ﬁ&bﬂfw‘(iwiéf (Puin) %{r”géV/Jﬁfja¢ﬁ¢}K/dkcqJ&?Jrul(lﬁycuf;...“qu,?d",/uut‘ﬁp(ol;d’w‘gd
J‘y/;;vivLé.//g(ﬁu?’muwt}éwu,.fuwdxf.e/;uﬂ;m€_ng¢//4/¢u/}?u’m(}f}ﬁ/nzru:;us&}amu:é.wl
&y L L sl iz
o  Gerd-R. Puin, "Methods of Research on Qur'anic Manuscripts - A Few Ideas" in Masabif San ‘a’, 1985, op.
cit., p. 16.

“ Islamic And Indian Art, Oriental Manuscripts and Miniatures, Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd October 1992

(Catalogue No. 2961), Sotheby's: London, pp. 254-259 (Lot 551).
* Oriental Manuscripts and Miniatures, Friday 22nd October 1993 (Catalogue No. 93561), Sotheby's: London, pp.

18-23 (Lot 31). This leaf immediately precedes the leaf described in the previous Sotheby's auction containing the
verses 2:265-277.
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(David Jusss e S ) 2200357 P 25, P e 1— ool LIS B3l £ 20007 54511993 72351992 77
“ 3rd Biennial Conference on the Quran (SOAS, London) /32|, Sotheby’s 1993 / Stanford 2007) ,#186/2003
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Lﬁﬁlnlrgﬂ/d/lg&j/'u;]'&/g{“ JL/}dWlug-ngn/lu‘;uf (Auction House) /?!J;;Jlglg}l/;l}:[_&ﬁu’i?:"gfdl&/
Lt G e s f e gt S £ (Chiistie’s) 72/ Ul dfle Lo G LT3 U1 U5 200862 L

LS ol il P e i 2 o £2,200,000€

L s 1 n B a4 P 10k 283 e o257 260" What Ts The Koran?" ¢ {1 % The Atlantic Monthlyi—(Lester) 4 %1999 46
:&l:’u})'@/t"cu)u:»! d/uki»{aatvg J/Luﬂ&/ﬁj-y,ﬁufd/gazlé/d/}'g/:{ ub/,’qgufééfééuﬁjuﬁéufuiv
o/LﬁLo/ﬂlMCJJJO’{U."‘J"(KML%{-Q?L)A}M,UILj/,Lc«ngo;/uy.ﬁu’![;iuft‘édvji(L’L&fﬂ!;/1/91/,53550)/4/2@0@}@/
z;éifd,szé%g-tné@utl 1.3.1999/24.11.1419
M. M. Al-Azami, "Orientalists and The Qur'an (Part 2)", Impact International, 2000 (March), Volume 30, Number
3, pp. 26-28.
J’u{lfjugfw/dd“;wéJ)Luém,ﬁmc)gq,?z"... 2u}u@7ﬁco§@a}/ﬁtl:‘a%£f/ﬁﬂju:ﬁsg/’:ifjd}@/}(t"iigbz?."a%g
u;bju!:ujilé“uli/@}"’fLl}?nul)u}.u{gi/;l.i,{ﬁ/f‘f‘n‘}/u'/(;)jféi_/}d‘)%,!:n(};/ﬁ1uﬁz;/L“f]lgfua'av_lr%ﬁkff’jﬁn/l;/dj
"!n;ufaduﬁu‘glgfﬁ&/gf‘b;«/vﬁ

¥ C. Luxenberg, The Syro-Aramaic Reading of the Koran - A Contribution to the Decoding of the Language of The
Koran, 2007, Verlag Hans Schiler, Berlin: Germany, p. 74, footnote 94.

® Islamic and Indian Works of Art, Wednesday 11th October 2000, Bonhams: London, pp. 11-14 (Lot 13).
¥ Islamic Calligraphy, 2003, Catalogue 27, Sam Fogg: London, p. 6.

* “The Qur’an: Text, Interpretation and Translation’ 3rd Biannual SOAS Conference, October 16-17,
2003", Journal of Qur'anic Studies, 2004, Volume 6, Issue 1, p. 143.

°' A. Fedeli, "I Manoscritti Di Sanaa: Fogli Sparsi Che Diventano Corani" in F. Aspesi, V. Brugnatelli, A. L.
Callow & C. Rosenzweig (Eds.), Il Mio Cuore E A Oriente: Studi Di Linguistica Storica, Filologia E Cultura Ebraica
Dedicati A Maria Luisa Mayer Modena, 2008, Cisalpino: Milano, pp. 35-36, footnote 42.

32 Art of The Islamic and Indian Worlds, Tuesday 8th April 2008, Christie's: London, pp. 24-27 (Lot 20).
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2(Elisabeth Puin) — nguc;zoo&é’fwf KUY et stk ks T(DAM 01-27.1 sl e Uit i
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<c.GCT&Lru:J{’Ld/(Facsimile Reprint) &@'Jgug@ll?

(Asma S &I U2 "Evidence For The FEarly History Of The Quran" (JIs* UJ/’KU{! aﬁ*’dﬁ(j’/:ﬁﬁ/ﬁ’ u:2009éﬂ£
100 L 200755571/ 1993 255 L_(Behnam Sadeghi) (sl £ Sl i3 L DAM 01-27.1 L Helali)
U~ 6th Biennial Conference on the Quran Dﬁ};‘u:u/d"/"fidl(j%/.]i:;lJ‘é”/}lJTJ;U:2009/)<J}6:Z/’%;M/K{’Z/£
JJunz‘_égLuéjd’“a_ DAM 01-27.1 pzLLBAUL'/;,)?LJ_JM/JI-JJ§Q§;4ust’u,/g,;deu‘f

Lt K 5150 £ 20075571/ 1993 7255 512003/ 8655/ 1992 55 S 16 Bnt S 5.0

ST 7 635200730571 1993%5yu,47')au,'/ngm(xguﬁu?géwﬂug;u@m Gslo 22010 U1 42
LO:“{JLSSJGKJJJ/L&J AMS (Accelerator Mass Spectrometry) LL‘J‘/“/JJffzﬁzﬁfd/d?’cawd/g}:f&/gz’i/
b

W L $ 2656661400, SF 61687 (10)

W L§r#46696578 S 61957 (20) o
K(d,wq;SJ/mgdwgﬁ)dﬁdwd/»g&?(u"‘”g@%tﬂ) scriptio superior B (S lkg)scriptio inferior -7
:yﬁ;u,;}‘dé.é;u_tat”ﬁn

scriptio inferior text belonged to the period of the companions of Prophet Muhammad,

whilst the scriptio superior text belonged to the ‘Uthmanic tradition, and using

> E. Puin, "Ein Frither Koranpalimpsest Aus San‘a” (DAM 01-27.1)", in M. Groff & K-H. Ohlig
(Eds.), Schlaglichter: Die Beiden Ersten Islamischen Jabrbunderte, 2008, Verlag Hans Schiler: Berlin, pp 461-
493; idem., "Ein Frither Koranpalimpsest Aus San‘a’ (DAM 01-27.1) - Teil II", in M. Grof§ & K-H. Ohlig
(Eds.), Vom Koran Zum Islam: Schriften Zur Friihen Islamgeschichte Und Zum Koran, 2009, Verlag Hans Schiler:
Berlin, pp. 523-581; idem., "Ein Friiher Koranpalimpsest Aus San‘a’ (DAM 01-27.1) - Teil III", in M. Grof8 & K-
H. Ohlig (Eds.), Die Entstebung Einer Weltreligion I: Von Der Koranischen Bewegung Zum Frithislam, 2010, Verlag
Hans Schiler: Berlin/Tiibingen, pp. 233-305; idem., "Ein Frither Koranpalimpsest Aus San‘a’ (DAM 01-27.1) -
Teil IV", in M. Grofl & K-H. Ohlig (Eds.), Die Entstebung Einer Weltreligion II: Von Der Koranischen Bewegung
Zum Frijhislam, 2012, Verlag Hans Schiler: Berlin/Tubingen, pp. 311-402.

**E. Puin, "Ein Frither Koranpalimpsest Aus San‘a’ (DAM 01-27.1) - Teil II", in M. Groft & K-H. Ohlig
(Eds.), Vom Koran Zum Islam: Schriften Zur Friihen Islamgeschichte Und Zum Koran, 2009, op. cit., p. 527 & p.
531.

» B. Sadeghi & U. Bergmann, "The Codex of a Companion of the Prophet and the Qur’an of the
Prophet", Arabica, 2010, Volume 57, Number 4, pp. 348-354.
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stemmatics, the ‘Uthmanic tradition was shown to give the most accurate reproduction

of the Prophetic prototype.*

7510 FE KA1 - b b A & o §rb646 LG S eI ke A
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:tf@f,}wm/&wmld‘i DAM 01-27.1 Jd:d‘—}“?COrpuS Coranicum uﬁ&f’gu
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Folios from codex San'a’ I

344-347 7005
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«(letter/ word spacing) kb s 7 BB e

M. J. Marx & T. J. Jocham, "Radiocarbon (*C) Dating of Qur'an Manuscripts", in A. Kaplony, M. Marx
(Eds.), Qur'an Quotations Preserved on Papyrus Documents, 7th-10th Centuries, 2019, Documenta Coranica: Volume
2, Brill: Leiden, pp. 188-221, esp. Table 6.2 on p. 216.
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: (Literary Evidences)e bl s/
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8 A. George, "Le Palimpseste Lewis-Mingana De Cambridge, Témoin Ancien De I'Histoire Du Coran", Comptes-
Rendus Des Séances De I’Académie Des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, 2011, op. cit., pp. 377-429, esp. p. 378; A. Fedeli,
"The Digitization Project of The Qur’anic Palimpsest, MS Cambridge University Library Or. 1287, And The
Verification of The Mingana-Lewis Edition: Where Is Salam?", Journal of Islamic Manuscripts, 2011, op. cit., p. 106.

%9 B. Dodge (Trans. & Ed.), The Fihrist of Al-Nadim: The Tenth Century Survey of Muslim Culture, 1970, Volume
I, Columbia University Press: New York & London, p. 10. Arthur Jeffery dismisses the statement of al-Nadim by
saying that it belongs to "4th Islamic century” and claims it to be "suspicious" (see A. Jeffery, "Book Review of N.
Abbott's The Rise of The North Arabic Script and Its Kur'anic Development, 1939, University of Chicago
Press", Moslem World, 1940, Volume 30, p. 193). Nabia Abbott, on the other hand, agrees with the statement of al-
Nadim and she provides the manuscript evidence to support his statement. She pointed out that Jeffery misread and
misrepresented the statements of al-Nadim (N. Abbott, The Rise of The North Arabic Script And Its Kur'anic
Development, With A Full Description of The Kur'an Manuscripts in The Oriental Institute, 1939, University of
Chicago Press, Plates VIII, IX and X; idem., "Arabic Paleography: The Development of Early Islamic Scripts", Ars
Islamica, 1941, Volume VIII, pp. 70-79).
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FASA LN L Lo LK 35101 L1316 Ao i G Ll BB S
%p?k/ﬁ{,uﬁou“u{l Jul/)l:nglg&g (lengthening of the strokes) ‘jzlf.‘.”(jbfjbfd:&/i d/(ﬁ'mi_n
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g/?”,fz:%tfjjvi. (Blair) /’;%.z]w/;ug)@umfd(&4_/;;(7&-%&,54'- (Abbott) %lé’}&@)dl J&Jl
S § “The Phantom of Hijazi Script: A Note on Paleographic Method” uy™ s # {1 £ (Whelan)
:‘L:x}’c/u&llz/éﬁ-ﬁgfjcglb@ié_uzﬂ

In their alifs [of the scripts of Makkah and al-Madinah] there is a turning of the

hand to the right and an elevation of the ascenders, and in their form a slight

incline. ®

J (ascenders) 431731 (turning of the hand to the right) 6282\ AT AI L b5 L oasn £

"_Lau?r‘ (incline) 5&2(/65():.:427(}/&!/5!:9&[?&2 (elevation) S &4

‘u:/Zéfﬂ/v (alif) Ji.:'//‘l,vufu/i&fWLJlrtaéfd/@/""ﬁJu’pu’iuﬁfud/é]é: (Dodge) &15.51 (Abbott) Loz
W}i}ﬂ-ujélgéﬁ"ﬁ?&@ufﬂfj5%4/?&:‘{“!;)&;‘!u}f',;&lgbg)/’;.lgd/c,l,gli’/ (grammatical) df'.)'/ﬁt’
:‘L;‘/uuytﬁﬂu{’fu);ﬂlu@flb‘éé'ﬁJ(Whelan)
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¢ (elevated ascenders)u;faii;é;m» NIy = i
- (slightly inclined form)36£ -6l Ut ezt i

= (Noseda) 149, (Déroche) Jum‘?ftagﬁfmbf&f}ﬁcqwL.wu,@,%/éwL;wn,fz.ww
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S, S. Blair, Islamic Calligraphy, 2006, op. cit., p. 107 & p. 134
€38 écriture du Hidjaz' 03 P&t e 1 5 Sie (Nabia Abbott) el il Ut o adisi /U160 =1 (Hijazi) §76” o
&L S 2 s

See N. Abbott, The Rise of The North Arabic Script and its Kur'anic Development, with a Full Description of The
Kur'an Manuscripts in The Oriental Institute, 1939, op. cit., p. 23.
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Y24 /'wt,‘ﬁ&uﬂqqu:;/géu}j AT G S 1 i 7 L1 24749 513269511
:MLum-éﬁd}uf??ug%wuﬁu}"dl‘d/w?‘%t{ﬁ'g (al-A‘zami) u‘bjlgb”jufdédbcdw

The Qur'an was kept free [of dots, marks, and so on] in mushaf. The first thing people have
introduced in it is the dotting at the letter ba (<) and the letter ta (<), maintaining that there
is no sin in this, for this illuminates the Qur'an. After this people have introduced big dots
at the end of verses, maintaining that there is no sin in this, for by this the beginning of a
verse can be known. After this people introduced marks showing the ends of sirahs

(khawatim) and marks showing their beginnings (fawatib). ©

iﬁg(@);bm(b‘«);gM:JJL‘/u:wLuﬁﬁ/g&;q-@lﬁpf/_@r.@mmuﬁuﬁ_zf’/é/gf}"

g&,utﬂé.;y"guf)mLw-%miw‘;‘f“&f}gw.f{uf@;é/utmﬂﬁwummzté
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sl 1558 & a1y 13 o il Tl (Y1 egsy s ke ¢ S S0 006 ol sl it L Jsf 0lshy

S gagilyg el

2 0O. Hamdan, "The Second Masahif Project: A Step Towards the Canonization of the Qur'anic Text" in A.
Neuwirth, N. Sinai & M. Marx (Eds.), The Qur'an in Context: Historical and Literary Investigations into the
Qur'anic Milien, 2010, Koninklijke Brill NV, Leiden: The Netherlands, pp. 795-835. N.B. “The Second Masahif
Project” is a phrase coined by Hamdan which he evidently believes accurately describes the developments discussed
by him.

M. Abul Quasem (Trans. & Ed.), The Recitation and Interpretation of The Qur'an: Al-Ghazali's Theory, 1979,
University of Malaya Press: Kuala Lumpur, pp. 40-41.
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# Isma‘il ibn ‘Umar ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur'an al-‘Azim, 1966, Volume 7, Dar al-Andalus lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-
Nashr: Bayrit, p. 467. Translation taken from M. M. al-A‘zami, The History of The Qur'anic Text from
Revelation to Compilation: A Comparative Study with the Old and New Testaments, 2003, UK Islamic Academy:
Leicester (UK), p. 148.

Wb Jibr1ed Ly 2 S L7 B P 3 Pseriptio defectiva S S 1 o Ut AL 3T 3810 1 btz B ©
L;fﬁ«)!u}/ub’?ty;ﬁxcwénél/uﬁd‘fjﬁlLu’ﬁuf”l&j{(dzlfﬁdihlﬁl)diacritica] marks a‘@@w{!fg_,:,’a?’fvu-q_ﬁ@/uﬁgc),{tuﬁ
LA LS LepisG LT Sy

See ‘A. 1. Ghabban (Trans. & Remarks by R. G. Hoyland), "The Inscription of Zuhayr, The Oldest Islamic
Inscription (24 AH/AD 644-645), The Rise of The Arabic Script and The Nature of The Early Islamic
State", Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy, 2008, Volume 19, pp. 210-237. Also see A. Jones, "The Dotting of
A Script And The Dating of An Era: The Strange Neglect Of PERF 558", Islamic Culture, 1998, Volume
LXXII, No. 4, pp. 95-103. For another recent study on the ordered use of diacritical marks in early Arabic texts
see, A. Kaplony, "What Are Those Few Dots For? Thoughts on The Orthography of The Qurra Papyri (709-
710), The Khurasan Parchments (755-777) and The Inscription of The Jerusalem Dome of The Rock
(692)", Arabica, 2008, Volume 55, pp. 91-112.


https://www.islamic-awareness.org/history/islam/papyri/jones
https://www.islamic-awareness.org/history/islam/papyri/jones
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2423 A1 b U (chronological framework) st A0UEH 19§ 4ot i K S (T3 7 o
Jb&'uwf&@. Lfﬁf‘gfay’mufu(uﬂu:awﬁéwrﬁ e b S b e S b 35 (1 e P01 S
462 (Stage 1 & D — b Zzispans G P18 Bl wbr b 1o dashes | dots U easb sl
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(P FE Ko 3T F 31 st 2ot B

&l’/" - (Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris) /& :d/jUdf/g%LL'Y Z a8 tﬁ))’gﬂ/(f‘}’ f’/ﬁ' (5'/6:15&%&
f,«)’i(:ﬁgqé_uxﬁ_‘f@bnﬁ){h{lJBI(/&T}L (Frangois Déroche) gjug|H!};L£UJ!);@¢JK5&¢>/)J¢%%
Lo el L L L oet6 TV I ALHijazT I o1 Lo i Luioon f (hijazd) §i¢
55 e % £ (Nasser David KhalilD) (& ssts 2t oz sl S Je1d Udsor § 1t ol -0 & v wsiz S S

koS o 315 J i

+685/ 52 65) 3Ll /c/..ﬂwm-‘a/éubﬂfméd AbueS s L S S ar Bt $36 3 £ Sy
E ol Senf 55,5 0506 1 LJ?:(FA.:{Z!uﬁééc«bﬂﬂi(}lgublulCf’/.:/d/g/}(bglf/é/uﬁ(ﬁOS/m 86
B LE RS G e UG Ll LT e el S S

Kl 13 L hcf P Ll bz Lund (Hijad 1-1V) Jisle /| S SIS UK P L e
,J/,:,g]-.g,‘;'g(scribal practices) b‘«}/l3155@?{%&‘@5%!8@&%&:%&,«;uﬁﬁif//,:/?(}?,ﬁfug;:mﬁbd‘?
Juiuﬁﬁwui/tugc+ga,,ljé" (taxonomist) §Axeib 24" L1 sl 6 4 037 - L Usi it el § i

e Q68 nl 5= LM e SIS b §T 5 b1 £ e Qosf oo

% Déroche, The Abbasid Tradition: Qur'ans of the 8th To The 10th Centuries AD, 1992, The Nasser D. Khalili
Collection of Islamic Art, Volume I, Oxford University Press, pp. 35-36; idem., Catalogue Des Manuscrits Arabes:
Deuxieme Partie: Manuscrits Musulmans - Tome I, 1: Les Manuscrits Du Coran: Aux Origines De La Calligraphie
Coranique, 1983, Bibliothéque Nationale: Paris, pp. 37-38.

Y. Tabbaa, The Transformation of Islamic Art During the Sunni Revival, 2001, University of Washington Press,
pp- 27-28.
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&@/lJﬁ!f/d/L (Cesare Noseda) ltjj/){ﬁ/&;/dﬂlbl/ﬂﬁftfZ:o&fﬂ';urv,g,«g/:alﬁﬁd/él@lu‘r‘gg:u;)bf’dﬂ
GG ASE Soitbs posl i w2365 £ 5 U2 S (diagram) SB"e" 1L L

| 5 epigraphs, Qur'ans in hijazi style, papyri |

Straightening
Dome of the Rock Naskhi
Funerary stele
Kufic Qur'ans

.f»}é_,e.{y/'LuuILLqud%_»g,ﬂ*-&/ufﬁ)Jw;f:;&/cLiiL(‘J/“";/g’“g{riﬂisa;/iézru (Noseda) 149
4251 (palacography) b¢] 12,51 T /U6 B L L st 55,5031 083G s o 1 3 S e & b x#
U A E o § 3 0 2057 - (Tt century CE) GG il b Sl £ il SIS
&L/uif;ﬁ&g})éﬂl,«/,&éﬁjuloﬁG’L/;lf{&ff%:lnuﬁépuj"’:dﬁ)l}ﬂ{(straightening in epigraphic inscriptions)
VorP e § A6 S bt Cut T LA 7326 8 B Ko Frppaiid £GP el S tilT

L LR LS A SE S s S 2l e s et 11459 3 p e

% F. Déroche and S. N. Noseda (Eds.), Sources de la transmission manuscrite du texte coranique. I. Les manuscrits
de style hijazi. Volume 2. Tome I. Le manuscrit Or. 2165 (f- 1 a 61) de la British Library, 2001, op. cit., p. xxvii; S.
N. Noseda, "Parerga To The Volumes Of «Sources De La Transmission Manuscrite Du Texte Coranique»
Thus Far Published And In Course of Publication" in M. S. Kropp (Ed.), Results Of Contemporary Research
On The Qur'an: The Question Of A Historio-Critical Text of The Qur'an, 2007, Beiruter Texte Und Studien -
Band 100, Orient-Institut: Beirut, p. 167.

% A. George, The Rise of Islamic Calligraphy, 2010, Sagi Books: London, p. 32. Read in conjunction with idem.,
"Calligraphy, Colour and Light in The Blue Qur’an", Journal of Qur'anic Studies, 2010, Volume 11, No. 1, pp.
75-125

.ﬁ;.éfd/uljdr.‘”»JJG?i@/iu/J%!{/ (Kufic) d/c (Hijazi) d]l.?J/‘;JJU/cL‘_b‘nJlln/lE:/LJl:c‘;éﬂ’&byl}s@lgc.../ﬁbf*!
(early material),l)ﬁd:l,Lué/ &wc/ugj/b!f&/}!CﬂLuK1f+dMy‘5 J@"#;J (George) G/@‘La&yujd{d/@}/ﬁbgl(/éf

‘+ngc'%)/5}d/;ﬁ}4 (non-documentary sources) ;«U&Ld'/gl‘é),ju!f‘agl‘f.:y’:;’/evidence)
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(Codices) = 75| (Codicology) G# 3/ e SbrbUsB S, 7 £44 — (Palacography) (1S skt Ui &
(Parchment) 2:Z b= b3 ST ALl e ol L e e A S, Ut etV & b Lusgn Ll
Gt TSR UG E IR 42 /i Ut (Codex format) 7 L1t (b S bt ST 3G L L 7,
:£f§¢4,¢zfg/L)f|f&rLufKqugQ;J%ul At PP U (Rotulus scroll format) A L
S b B o\ (TS S v Bl F oot L8 Jhmare S A U2 W UF Je1(Volumen scroll format)
(Continuous " relbes 3T L5 b S fisns S ‘Lt'lgnff Iy Sde sl o §0 S VD A
.t (Quires) " LSUeL P U S egh S el $olrd £ S e\ 2 UF 527 sequence of folios)
7 P L2 (Quinions) e 7 e i i L8 A ae 2 Arabe 328¢ o S1g it LU L
b ST IES U 7o S 4= 2T (Quaternions) 7% 41¥F1s Arabe 328a ;sjm.,guaumu‘?”é
2l 1 s Lo L F Il S e Lot bt o § A a B Ji1K (Coloured inks) Sz
e el gt dse S5 Gte U L5 Sy 4

.{ﬂﬁé’;&cgﬂk«é/ﬁiL&fJu;/ru:Mingana Islamic Arabic 1572a (= Arabe 328c) /s 16151 o

U Jes

°F. Déroche (Trans. D. Dusinberre & D. Radzinowicz, Ed. M. 1. Waley), Islamic Codicology: An Introduction to
The Study of Manuscripts In Arabic Script, 2006, Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation Publication - No. 102,
Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation: London (UK), p. 11. This is an English translation of his French volume
including new additions and improvements, see De Codicologie Des Manuscrits En Ecriture Arabe, 2000,
Bibliothéque Nationale de France: Paris.

'S. N. Noseda, "A Third Koranic Fragment on Papyrus: An Opportunity for A Revision", Rendiconti: Classe
Di Lettere E Scienze Morali E Storiche, 2003 (Published 2004), Volume 137, Fasc. 1, pp. 313-326. Noseda
conveniently lists all extant (some presently lost) Qur'anic manuscripts written on papyrus. At least one other
Qur'anic papyrus manuscript has come to light since Noseda wrote his article, see W. M. Malczycki, Literary
Papyri from The University of Utah Arabic Papyrus and Paper Collection, 2006, Ph. D. Thesis (unpublished),
University of Utah, pp. 91-127 (P. Utah. Inv. 342).

2S. Ory, "Un Nouveau Type De Mushaf: Les Corans En Rouleaux Conservés A Istanbul", Revie Des Etudes
Islamiques, 1965, Volume 33, pp. 87-149.
s L 36l £ (binding) S s St | U Uit e i e s\ £ L7 2 L B3 Gz J1s (Quire) 725 7
Susiiry 1A s uﬁﬁﬂ.{iufglbﬁéu;f:ﬁ-q_b'n/g(/’:f);iW’}fug/’/{/uﬁ‘ﬂl’@}égéféi-+@ (bifolium) K}Jgiufgé,{a}u,mﬁﬁ
wd”’";bﬂwuf,uf_.vl,elﬂﬁ“u?t"tgyfj/;uég/uu{’/ém‘?féz,n
LS P vt ot (bifolia) Guse oo L ikl 1 Btolt /525 G iz 2atbe VA e v L 1"z d" Ut oleli® (Quires)izzs-1
o L1875, (Quinions): 2 2-e ettt ES LU 3 b ot JE S JE LS ECRNFT L oA
AL S e §ed s LUt Arabe 3280) &) lor EB Lo sl L lah P e bl 1SS (2 s I G am bL Ut P o
Je Ut P e L8 7S (Quaternions): % 44138 & S0, P S S Ve ,Lm_ugdf” LS
F_Arabe 3284 e tT Fotis f U LS A8 o FElor? oler §lit e erta b U # LU (2 2T E) Gl n
WU p G ¥ S0P 8T Lot S s ) J " S e L L ol
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LBl S a1, LN NP E ey 3 0 PUEN I i L8 G

9L, 1;!;1;/“L/uf.’ol/d/c«b3'3&‘

LI S 26l 00 s b G s sa Jui_ugafyu';@f,{/g{u;/gﬁd;nﬁuﬁufyL@N;f
VLA U e A el e of U1 ke U S i
Uy AT e 152 3L (Historical method) & e Ut b 3T 345 s PRI PR L P
S ARl oi;U@/L“JG’AI:’/?L}/A;L}/I;J!KK/Vd{f&Lﬁg,)pg};;!u‘?qul-béDAM 20-33.1 Ll U
FL-L (mosaics) L Js* 32 1 (niches) U1 % « (fagades)&ﬁlLu;"/Lch"/f:uif”:(f&gwbﬂﬁlg‘(Dome of the Rock)
Q)mf,ﬂ?uﬁui,@wézoﬂw.s/;cauuuuL/@L“l;uuuw‘@g}f;ga/ZL&agu’L(}’w/?»ﬁw-%gﬂ/

Tl S AEFE sz dbdlusS e

J!ﬁﬁ,cﬁ:@/&ﬁjcglﬁjﬂf(Déroche) Ju(_.fé£Lna€”ufui"”§cc«w‘u!u;;ggJC/}”JU/GI%ﬂ’:/,.V;«Q, 74

e GBSt LI L 3T 2 2 e teTonS (Field of Study) 0P gz S 37 878 1t s 1 L 1
See F. Déroche (Trans. D. Dusinberre & D. Radzinowicz, Ed. M. 1. Waley), Islamic Codicology: An Introduction
to The Study of Manuscripts In Arabic Script, 2006, op. cit.

7> M. Jenkins, "A Vocabulary of Umayyad Ornament: New Foundations for The Study of Early Qur'an
Manuscripts", Masapif San ‘a’, 1985, Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah: Kuwait, pp. 19-23.
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(c)
Great Umayyad Qur'an” . p. C Sirab al-Muddathir. Late 1st century bijra, 710 - 715 CE in the reign of the
Umayyad Caliph al-Walid. Dar al-Makhtitat, San‘a’, Yemen.
pic credit: The "Great Umayyad Qur'an" (Codex Sana‘'a DAM 20-33.1) From The Time Of Caliph Al-Walid,

Late 1st Century Hijra , www.islamic-awareness.org

(Hans- 7 4 631 /%Q«K—u) b2 b £ (illumination) ({252 (ornamentation) ¢ §2 (palacography)e:l {55 1

=6 00 & M AF s 56 SS9 %T710-715 @ﬁ&;ﬁdﬁTﬁdﬁdﬂﬁéijJiLCaSpar Graf von Bothmer)

76 ;
- ﬁ;d/yr"f_

dﬁdﬂ&@/?dfcﬁ;)ﬁerﬁrk ve Islam Eserleri Miizesi £ J£*1 2 TIEM SE 321 f,é_(Déroche) RV NI RL

M'/g'4JJﬁLl}LﬂJWIJ&ﬁAI(10—bif01i0 quire structure) w,de'(jmluu’)qflb?"ué;ﬁ&fiéu’!é_ux;!,d;/l}

7 H-C. G. von Bothmer, "Architekturbilder Im Koran Eine Prachthandschrift Der Umayyadenzeit Aus Dem
Yemen", Pantheon, 1987, Volume 45, pp. 4-20.


https://www.islamic-awareness.org/quran/text/mss/yem1f
https://www.islamic-awareness.org/quran/text/mss/yem1f
http://www.islamic-awareness.org/
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A L §r#692-691/8 372 b8 L o5 L e b2 L P ESmBedT 158U e ene
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(a)

Folios from the codex TIEM SE 321 (the "Damascus Umayyad Qur'an"): (a) Folio 33v and (b) Folio 57v.
Tiirk ve Islam Eserleri Miizesi (Turkish and Islamic Art Museum), Istanbul, Turkey.
Pic credit: The “Umayyad Codex of Damascus” (Codex TIEM SE 321) - 1st Century Of Hijra - www.islamic-
awareness.org

 (Déroche) J Al d/ </ Lc«!f(fﬁu d/ Tiirk ve Islam Eserleri Miizesi £ (J5* I.siBibliotheque Nationale J Jz
el 0 e (Quinions) S bt Sy LT F FG ASue S5 /L 2 0 LG AGa AU
_g}’t'uz‘;uﬂl;;}/l}aﬁﬁ'U’,f[.iuf,‘(;t.‘ﬂ ﬁ/

”7F. Déroche, "New Evidence About Umayyad Book Hands" in Essays in Honour of Salah Al-Din Al-Munajjid,
2002, Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation Publication: No. 70, Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation:
London (UK), pp. 629, 632, 634, 640 and Fig. 11.


https://www.islamic-awareness.org/quran/text/mss/yem1n
http://www.islamic-awareness.org/
http://www.islamic-awareness.org/
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—gf.’LC/uju uﬁ'g/yéMingana Islamic Arabic 1572a f/,:u” £Jff_‘a&lgd?ﬁ'/’)9:d/&&/Lgéy?:ﬁuy/:i
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78 See for instance, F. B. Flood, The Great Mosque of Damascus: Studies on The Makings of an Umayyad Visual
Culture, 2001, Brill: Leiden & Boston; G. Fowden, Qusayr ‘Amra: Art and The Umayyad Elite in Late Antique
Syria, 2004, University of California Press, Berkley & Los Angeles.

7 S.S. Blair, Islamic Calligraphy, 2006, op. cit., p. 117.

% A.]. Arberry, The Koran Illuminated: A Handlist of The Korans in The Chester Beatty Library, 1967, op. cit.,
p- xix & p. 15 (No. 40).

818, S. Blair, Islamic Calligraphy, 2006, op. cit., p. 105. Securely dated Qur'anic manuscripts start to appear
beginning from the 3rd century hijra / 9th century CE. For an example containing lists of such manuscripts see,
F. Déroche, "Les Manuscrits Arabes Datés Du ITle/IXe Siecle", Revue Des Etudes Islamiques, 1987-1989, Volume
LV-LVII, pp. 343-379; idem., "Un Fragmento Coranico Datado En El Siglo III/IX" in J. Pedro, M. Sala & M.
M. Aldén (Eds.), Cédices, Manuscritos E Imdgenes: Estudios Filolégicos E Historicos, 2003, Servicio De
Publicaciones De La Universidad De Cérdoba: Spain, pp. 127-139.
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82 H. Pottier, I. Schulze & W. Schulze, "Pseudo-Byzantine Coinage in Syria Under Arab Rule (638-c. 670):
Classification and Dating", Revue Belge De Numismatigue Et De Sigillographie, 2008, Volume 154, pp. 87-155.

8 C. Foss, Arab-Byzantine Coins: An Introduction, With A Catalogue of The Dumbarton Oaks Collection, 2008,
Harvard University Press.
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